4i8         STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF CACHAR.
Captain Stewart, the expiring settlement having been in the interval
provisionally extended for one year. The new term was for twenty
years, which will not expire until 1879. The proceedings were
based upon Lieutenant Thuillier's survey; and a native surveyor, or
amzn, was deputed to measure lands not included in the map. For
purposes of assessment all the cultivated lands were divided into
two classes, according to their productive powers. The rates at
which first-class land was assessed ranged from Rs. 3. 8 to Rs. 2 per
Ml (about is. 5d. to lod. per acre), according to advantages of
situation ; and those at which second-class land was assessed, from
Rs. 3 to Rs. i. 8 per h&l (about is. 3d. to yd. per acre). Jungle
producing thatching grass and reeds was settled at the full rates
charged for cultivated lands in the same neighbourhood. Forest
land that required much clearing was settled rent free for the first
three years, and then at rates gradually rising to the full rates charged
for adjacent land. The number of estates was reduced by amalga-
mation from 8470 to 6120, covering an area of 132,542 acres, and
paying a minimum revenue of Rs. 90,631. These figures are
exclusive of the jungle land settled previously by Major Verner.
Fresh settlements of jungle land were made from time to time for
periods terminating with Major Stewart's settlement in 1879. Up
to 1864-65, 660 acres had thus been added, with an ultimate revenue
of Rs. 16,926.
At present, settlements in Cachar District are confined to ' special
cultivation leases/ which are granted both to Europeans and natives,
under orders of the Bengal Government passed in 1864, modified by
a letter from the Government of India dated 22d December 1874.
No lease is to cover an area of more than 3000 acres, confined to
waste lands for which no application for purchase has been made.
The term is not to exceed thirty-four years. For the first two years
the land is revenue free ; for the next four years the assessment is
at the rate of 3 dnnds (4jd.) per acre, rising to 6 dnnds (9d.) for the
following four years, and then to 12 dnnds (is. 6d.) during the ten
following years. At the expiration of the first twenty years of the
lease, the land is assessable at the ordinary rates for other land of a
similar description. The land is first measured and mapped by a
native amin, and all claims and objections heard and disposed of.
Among several applicants, propinquity of actual cultivation or partial
possession is taken into consideration. All leases granted by the
Deputy-Commissioner are submitted to the Chief-Commissioner for